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gauge line, operating without kilometric guarantee, with
the concession expiring in the year 1990. Originally
built by British capital, it is now controlled by a Franco-
Belgian syndicate. While the company operates nor-
mally at a small profit, the prospects would be greatly
enhanced by extensions and railway connections
(thwarted in the past through German influence) with
the nearby fertile regions.

The Mersina, Tarsus and Adana Railway has had an
interesting history. The first concession was granted in
1883 to two Turks. Three years later the railway was
in operation under Anglo-French direction. In 1896,
control was purchased by these same interests. This
railway, which did not have the benefit of State financial
aid, was not a paying enterprise, and, moreover, the Ger-
man interests represented by the Deutsche Bank blocked
prospective extensions in the Cilician plain as well as
towards the Turkish Black Sea coast. In 1906, and
shortly thereafter, the Deutsche Bank bought out the
French and British stockholders, and secured control
with the purpose of linking up this well-situated railway
with the Baghdad company. Through a community of
interests, the Baghdad has operated trains over the local
company's tracks between Yeniji and Adana. The Mer-
sina, Tarsus and Adana Railway, which is only 67 kilo-
meters in length, serves the rich Cilician plain and the
port of Mersina; its future is bound up (1) with suc-
cess in competition with ports on Alexandretta Bay, and
(2) with a working agreement with nearby railway
companies.

The future international status of railways in Turkey
is problematical. Especially consequential are the un-
derstandings in 1914 between the French and Germans
(February 15), between the British and Italians (March
26), between the British and Germans (June 15); and
finally, there is the French loan to the Ottoman Govern-